
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 Welcome to our February newsletter! We welcomed in the New Year by working hard in the 
Art Studio these past few weeks on constructions inspired by the work of artist Joan Miro, who often 
used cardboard and string in his collages. During table time, artists had access to a variety of 
materials including pipe cleaners, ribbons, metallic papers, cotton, mesh, suede, and hand-painted 
swatches. We experimented with these materials until we found ways to make them stand up on a 
cardboard base. Artists worked independently to make small, palm-sized works, and collaboratively 
with their ‘table teams’ to make larger works. Then, we used our sculptures and their varying size 
and scale to create abstract collaborative drawings by holding a flashlight up to the sculptures until 
they cast shadows on a sheet of plastic or paper. This allowed us to trace the outline of the shadow 
until we left behind a line drawing that formed an abstract shape.  

 We have had so much practice working with a wide range of found materials, and in February, 
we look forward to an exciting unit called All Kinds of Paper. Because of the experimental and 
explorative nature of our art class, I ask that families please begin collecting the following to send to 
school: 
1. A  variety of papers that we may use in our lessons. We have construction paper and drawing 

paper, and if you have any alternative papers they would be of such great use to pool together 
and use in the Pre-K and Kindergarten classes! Some options might include clean paper 
packaging materials, magazines, basically any paper-based or paper-like material that we can 
explore! Our objective is to explore as many materials as possible.   

2. Newspapers! I am hoping to have a DonorsChoose project funded so that we may begin a 
papermaking unit, where we will actually make our own sheets of paper from recycled 
materials. Having plenty of newspaper on hand would make it so that we always have 
something to make pulp from. (Also if you are able to donate to our Papermaking project we 
would so greatly appreciate it!).   

 I look forward to these continued explorations of material, process and subject matter with 
your child. Thank you for taking the time to read, and please check our Instagram for more updates! 

Sincerely, 
Ms. Diana 
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https://www.donorschoose.org/project/the-possibilities-of-papermaking/4713079/
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/the-possibilities-of-papermaking/4713079/
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KINDERGARTEN 
Students are beginning to 

learn color mixing. 
Through reading the 

book “Mouse Paint,” they 
will learn how colors mix 

together to make new 
colors. Students will 
spend time mixing 

secondary colors and 
begin to learn about 

intermediate colors. They 
will use these colors to 

create personal artworks.  
Balance and space will be 
the focus of their artwork. 
Students with incorporate 
introductory skills in line 
styles and line direction. 

1ST GRADE 
First graders are 

creating neighborhood 
collages, connecting to 
their social studies unit. 

Students will learn to 
cut shapes and use 
collage techniques 

such as overlapping, 
layering, glue usage, 
and precise cutting. 
They will look at the 
artwork of Romare 
Bearden. They will 

incorporate details, 
balance, proportions 
and shape placement 
into their own artwork. 

2ND GRADE 
Second grade 

students will study 
relief style artwork. 
They will study the 

differences 
between 3D and 2D 
relief style artwork. 

They will use the 
architecture around 
NYC as inspiration. 
Artwork will express 

balance and 
composition 

through abstract 
design.

 

3RD GRADE 
Students will incorporate 

painting into their 
sculptural artwork. They 

will choose between 
several painting styles 

bringing their own 
choice into their artwork. 

Students are learning 
how to connect 

sculpture and painting 
together. They will study 

the artwork of Louise 
Nevelson, Christopher 

Kurtz, Pablo Picasso, 
Auguste Rodin. They will 

study the impact of 
balance and space in 

their own artwork.

5TH GRADE 
Students will use study 
color theory. They will 
learn about tints and 
shades. Students will 

self direct their choice 
of subject to paint. They 

will include the 
elements and 

principles of art into 
their work, balance, 
color, perspective, 

space, form and value. 
They will combine 

elements of 
perspective and theory 
of space with realistic 
depiction of space. 

When we open our minds to new 
materials and processes, we open the 
door to discovery! Here is some 
evidence of open-mindedness from 
Kindergarteners. 

Follow us on 
Instagram 
@84artstudio


	Kindergarten
	1st Grade
	2nd Grade
	3rd Grade
	5th Grade

